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Evolution Palaeonrapby

From the 11""-12™ ¢. several changes took place in the intellectual
milieu (increasing literacy, emergence of universities, higher books
demand) which led to the transformation of writing.
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Characteristics Palacography

m broken lines aomot
m pronounced hooks ilmpn
m uniform distances between legs airmno
Ductus

TG G I ¢

Because of the similitudes of traces which make up the letter, some
letters can be confused:

legs: [ITIITD (imnuv) I DT (minimum vinum)
shoulders: (e 0 I { (ceort) correcto certo recto (correcto certo
recto)

The orthography changes according to Medieval Latin rules:
ae/oe = e (celus) ti = ci (tercio) ¢ = ch (archa) mn = mpn (sompnus)
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Punctuation Palacography

Medieval punctuation differs in some degree from the modern one.
Specific signs are used to delimit the text on multiple levels:
B punctus -« delimits the smallest phrase units, equivalent to modern comma

B punctus elevatus ?  delimits units larger than punctus, e.g. sentences
m virg ula > delimits sintactic units

m virgula suspensiva | delimits meaning units

m punctus interrogativus .* delimits an interrogation or an exclamation

m capitulum, paragraphus (l: delimits paragraphs ()

m litterae notabiliores g 35 @ delimit large text units, e.g. chapters;

sometimes these too have multiple levels, e.g. simple enclosed initial for inferior level,

foliated enclosed initial for superior level

The set of signs and their usage differs depending on period and context.

Sometimes the punctuation has syntactic role, other times it has an analytic function, while sometime
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(¢ Homework Dalacograpby
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