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Evolution Palacograpby

The Latin alphabet originates in the Etruscan alphabet, which in
turn originates in the western variant of the Greek alphabet.

Phoenician--c.900B.C. 4 4 N A J Y I H
A—
Earliest Greek -- c. 750 B.C. -I ﬂ

— [V\’Egtern\farlant) A 4 i3 Z H
Etruscan—-c.6508Cc. A § 1 a4 1 1 1 @
Latin -- ¢. 500 B.C

—_ A BCDEFTF H

Initially there was a single set of characters (capitals), which began
to differentiate by support and author of writing (writing hands).

5 v))f/rvr e 3/(/ A~
'l}}«/’?flff/l‘"f ,}f/uélrflw)/

v, "’7""7' J"'-/rf)sf./ voq

/ . DT e~ W

D (e repari Gy pe g i
o f7~1>»>vffrfvn\vs//-a

Trajan’s Column (2nd ) Papyrus with Senate discourses (1% c.)
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Evolution (2) Palaeography

Gradually, the letter shapes transformed to accommodate the

writing needs.

= clegant majuscule (capitalis elegans) 15-4' c.
INVNDEMYMCRAS AGNYMEA
CRESCERELANM DO SSINTTON

m rustic majuscule (capitalis rustica) 15~ oth ¢,
LRIMASTANCOSMIONIGN AT AESTIVDEABVERSY
NOSTANNERMBVI TSV SHAB IARETHALEA

m uncial letter (littera uncialis) 3rd_joth ¢,
UANRIUOD CE NS RIOM SO T PpE
RACS I LITUy MNESOCIAMI I LI R

= semi-uncial letter Sth_—8tfl (—IOtE) c.
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Evolution (3) Palacograpby

Starting from the 7" c. forms of cursive writing appear in different
areas of Western Europe (national hands).

m merovingian cursive W“WLW& o

(Luxeuil)

m visigothic cursive

m insular (irish) 8 S-oc;u-sc’us Ae‘honombushommn.
cursive il - &acgusy - cxesacnuym nuncy

m italian pre-caroline e pitomat Gognofh . 5
(beneventan and L
. . oftwaque untu o ot Khnchosase &’waa-
franco-lombardic) cursive - v
m german pre-caroline
cursive
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Evolution (4) Palacograpby

Starting from the 8™ c., following the reform initiated by
Charlemagne, a new writing is developed, intended to be easier to

read and uniform in the Holy Roman Empire.
m caroline minuscule )
Ccfactum-¢&- aefpere evmine dier

quaytuf - Otjtrce'aumclf.“- prjodu
cant ccquae repal® ccnmae muaen

Some national hands continue to be used in some territories even after the
caroline reform. Simultaneously, the uncial or the roman capitals start to be
reused to differentiate the initials.
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Characteristics Palacography

m rounded lines A0MOT
m discrete hooks 1L(‘DP(1
m uniform letter widths A1LMMNO
Ductus

o ¢ Teadg

Some letters have a new shape in minuscule cursive writing:

{/ss v»r 4a/aa g/zg d/Od L1 <t ere
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Abbreviations Palacography

Abbreviations are less frequent and have multiple forms:
m sigla inherited from the Romans

& (et) o (cum/con-)
m usage of the tilde for nasalization and contraction

homini (hominum) ors (omnis)
B nomina sacra

the (Thesus) xpc (Christus) ds (Deus)  sps (Spiritus)
Gradually abbreviations appear from the common ones (see Course
3)
m common abbreviation signs

p(per) g(quod) é&(est) g (-que) ¢ -ae- g-us
m irish abbreviations

. (enim)  .i. (id est)  .[./.s. (scilicet)
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Example

Garnaggnna sdomuer dod oles o
o rwnglova maore wacondy
| PRPIP—— | wnendadligued e
e Lo e prrrn e b quen
Qoam pon ar e compydl oA
f gl meer- " e corproprram o
ey PR e A nene
e T P —
nal cpranru s contquma &
poronna o eihoara
edor-e s der

ro Amnapangrlur nagurhone

Querwme awcbens o

cadora vk porvilace nan frve
oo poathen calow e
Ao Ang e A gearon mal
W e n'..'n | S9N Agean wem bon
juagana valaa sldemeo e
k/ecerun: 1o clacaceduasl A

morerduor terrenam relieac”
mol(‘uu uf‘q;‘\bconmnpmmdf-

Caeleftemuero am ordi urggsadcon

460vb

461ca ?
comprumfin-demg; illa infaaprahec

sn chio glosiazurillaenim quacme
a.bhumm:lsu(‘i;[mmm buicauzem
dfconraentce mll-r,m\,g.muﬂ
5lm.xm v|u«xm5louarua ecalac
caput fuum: baecdicizdrofie xslo

| pamen &exalwmnfeapurmeum:

“ﬂampnnupl’:uf‘mu!‘ uelinar
qux{’rubmsu. nanonibur dom
nand: Libido dominazur inhac
{@rulunt nucem IMNCcarTaTe :

Erpracpofia confulendo acubdia
nl:canpcmndo Wxinfir porena
LufdlLlSlt un~tuzen fudm- hec
dicir dnofuo "bllts.\mm&r;c i~
tufinea - ldeoquacinilla fapien
m‘nurfecundum hominem wuenter
Mxtcmpm(‘.\ur.\mmuﬁu bona aur
ua“t‘ﬁ: rc:murun(.Autqu-Poma:
cosnofca‘edv;a nonucdm l—w?nm‘\

uerunt AutQranaf egarunt fed

Dalacography

euAnuerunc ;ncos‘lr.u:mmb;fm('
acobreuratumd} infiprens”coeonit
dicencerfece Fa.leu:r- wdef¥dom
nante fibs (‘ufbm mfuafapienna
fefe ecoollenter [tula facar scinmu
wuerunc glormam incorrupubil
drntimilizudinem 1ma§m('cor~'

rufmhbrkomnmr &uolucrum & .
L4 461ra

quAclrupedum afarperaum: adbuur
cemodiemm fimulacra Abnmﬂ!&.. .
up{ducd‘PoPulm.um uelfecratorer
fua-unt eccoluerune A\:q;f‘n‘bu:r;
Cleaturac Pcnu{‘qua.m Creator ‘:‘
atbenedicairin(etl nbacauren
nulladt homimr fAprenaa nifipre
T quarecTte colimrfuerurdr o
t)cpa:mnrﬁmmm nfoct&are o
nonfolumbominum uaum &anage

Lorum utficdfoma nomnibuf®,

X pLl cr LB Xy f ol

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 177, ff. 460vb—461rb (middle of oth c.)
AuGUSTINUS, De civitate Dei, lib. XIV, cap. 29.

[m] = = =
conf. dr. Mihai MAca HME2415/04
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(¢ Homework Palacograpby

Transcrlbe the followmg manuscrlpt fragment:

’?AGNA QUIDIM
w b butar Apud perr
‘l erkeuwn fectam pro
bxrur aucrorimar Hac
an arifroteles: fim pliciwn prope
Srmonum naxzurn diligeneer exa
‘munat fed ewf fersef ferupulofa im
pcclrctir"fmzm & fubalibur preffa
fercerrmfi Adreum lanegenmt

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 820, p. 62 (second half of gth c.)
BOETHIUS, In Perihermeneias Aristotelis

Pt e s
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